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Tuesday, 19 December 2006

OPENING OF PARLIAMENT BY
COMMISSION

Fifty-sixth Victorian Parliament opened by
commission.

Senior Commissioner appointed by the Governor of
the state of Victoria for this purpose, the
Honourable Marilyn Warren, Chief Justice of
Victoria.

Proceedings commenced 11.02 a.m.

PROCLAMATION

Following proclamation read by Clerk:

1, David de Kretser, AC, Governor of the state of Victoria,
acting under section 8 and 20 of the Constitution Act 1975
and all other powers vested in me, fix 19 December 2006 at
11.00 a.m. as the time for the commencement and holding of
the first session of the 56th Parliament of Victoria for the
dispatch of business, at the Parliament Houses, Melbourne.
The honourable members of the Legislative Council and the
members of the Legislative Assembly are required to attend at
that time and place.

Given under my hand and the seal of the state of Victoria, at
Melbourne, on 5 December 2006.
David de Kretser, Governor.

By His Excellency’s command,
Steve Bracks, Premier

Commissioners entered chamber and were
conducted to chairs by Usher of Black Rod.

Senior Commissioner directed that attendance of
members of Legislative Assembly be requested.

Members of Legislative Assembly appeared at bar.

The SENIOR COMMISSIONER (Justice
Warren) — Members of the Legislative Council and
members of the Legislative Assembly: the Governor
has caused a commission to be issued under the seal of
the state constituting us his commissioners to do in his
name all that is necessary to be performed in this
Parliament. This will more fully appear from the
commission, which will now be read by the Clerk.

Commission authorising commissioners to open
Parliament read by Clerk.

The SENIOR COMMISSIONER — Members of
the Legislative Council and members of the Legislative
Assembly: the Governor will attend the Parliament later

this day to inform you of the reasons for calling this
Parliament together, and as it is necessary before you
proceed with business that a President of the Legislative
Council and a Speaker of the Legislative Assembly be
chosen, the Governor requests that you, in your
respective chambers, proceed to the choice of a
President and Speaker.

Members of the Legislative Assembly retired from
chamber.

Commissioner escorted from chamber by Usher of
Black Rod.

SWEARING IN OF MEMBERS

Senior Commissioner announced receipt of
commission from the Governor to administer oath
or affirmation.

Commission read by Clerk.

Clerk announced receipt of return of writ issued by
the Governor for election of members to serve for
regions set out below and endorsed to show election
of following members:

Region Member

Eastern Metropolitan Bruce Atkinson
Eastern Metropolitan Richard Dalla-Riva
Eastern Metropolitan Jan Kronberg
Eastern Metropolitan Shaun Leane
Eastern Metropolitan Brian Tee

Eastern Victoria Philip Davis
Eastern Victoria Peter Hall

Eastern Victoria Edward O’Donohue
Eastern Victoria Johan Scheffer
Eastern Victoria Matt Viney
Northern Metropolitan Greg Barber
Northern Metropolitan Nazih Elasmar
Northern Metropolitan Matthew Guy
Northern Metropolitan Jenny Mikakos
Northern Metropolitan Theo Theophanous
Northern Victoria Candy Broad
Northern Victoria Kaye Darveniza
Northern Victoria Damian Drum
Northern Victoria Wendy Lovell
Northern Victoria Donna Petrovich

South Eastern Metropolitan Gavin Jennings
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South Eastern Metropolitan Inga Peulich
South Eastern Metropolitan Gordon Rich-Phillips
South Eastern Metropolitan Bob Smith

South Eastern Metropolitan

Southern Metropolitan
Southern Metropolitan
Southern Metropolitan
Southern Metropolitan
Southern Metropolitan
Western Metropolitan
Western Metropolitan
Western Metropolitan
Western Metropolitan
Western Metropolitan
Western Victoria
Western Victoria
Western Victoria
Western Victoria

Western Victoria

Adem Somyurek
Andrea Coote
David Davis
John Lenders
Sue Pennicuik
Evan Thornley
Khalil Eideh
Bernie Finn
Colleen Hartland
Justin Madden
Martin Pakula
Peter Kavanagh
David Koch
Jaala Pulford
Gayle Tierney
John Vogels

Members took and subscribed either oath or
affirmation of allegiance to Her Majesty Queen

Elizabeth II.

Senior Commissioner withdrew.

ELECTION OF PRESIDENT

Mr LENDERS (Minister for Education) — I

nominate Mr Smith.

Mr JENNINGS (Minister for Community
Services) — I second the nomination.

Mr SMITH (South Eastern Metropolitan) — I

accept the nomination.

Clerk declared Robert Frederick Smith duly elected

as President.

Hon. R. F. Smith conducted to chair by proposer

and seconder.

The PRESIDENT (Hon. R. F. Smith) — Before
taking the chair I desire to express my thanks to
members and my acknowledgment of the honour which
the Council has conferred upon me. I appreciate the
confidence which members have placed in me.

The President took the chair and read the prayer.

Mr LENDERS (Minister for Education) —
President, it gives me great privilege to congratulate
you on your election as President of the Legislative
Council. We who have watched your career for many
years know your background: you were in the Royal
Australian Navy; you are a Vietnam veteran; you spent
time in the union movement with the iron workers
association and the Australian Workers Union; and
more recently your seven years in this chamber as the
member for Chelsea, when you supported as a
temporary Chair both presidents Chamberlain and
Gould.

I certainly look forward to working with you in what
are very different times. President, as I came in this
morning [ read on the floor of the vestibule, as many of
us have:

Where no counsel is, the people fall, but in the multitude of
counsellors, there is safety.

In this reformed upper house with five parties, I am
sure you, President, will have a multitude of counsellors
more than ever before. Congratulations!

Mr P. DAVIS (Eastern Victoria) — It is a delight,
President, to call you Mr President. Some of us in the
previous Parliament grappled with the notion that we
had a President who we could not address as
Mr President. I think the tradition will continue,
however, that in this chamber we will refer to the
President as simply the President, with that one
exception I have just made.

It is a great delight for me to see you take the chair
because I believe you will bring your best endeavours
to maintain order in what can be a disorderly place
from time to time. There is no doubt that the goodwill
of opposition members here present is directed toward
you in what will be an incredibly challenging
environment over the next four years when we move
into what can only be described as uncharted waters. As
a former sailor I am sure you will know how to
navigate those difficult shoals.

Mr HALL (Eastern Victoria) — President, on
behalf of The Nationals, I extend our congratulations to
you on your appointment as President of this chamber.
As it has been said by both the Leader of the
Government and the Leader of the Opposition,
challenges during the 56th Parliament will be many for
those in the chair, but I pledge the support and
cooperation of The Nationals in conducting your
business as President of the Council.

The PRESIDENT — Order! Given that no-one else
has risen, I take the opportunity to respond to those
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kind words. In particular I would like to thank
colleagues on my right, members of the government,
for the support they have offered me in my taking on
the Presiding Officer’s position for the 56th Parliament.

I also thank my family, who are with me today. Luckily
I have been married to my wife for 31 years, and she
has supported me through thick and thin, not just
through the course of our marriage but in my time as a
union official and as a member of Parliament. As
members of the house and their partners know, it is not
easy at times to be a holder of a public or elected office.
It can be particularly tough on the partners, and I have
been very fortunate to have had such support.

I thank the two fine young women, present today in the
gallery, who are my daughters — Jorja and Christina.
They too have been of enormous support for me. [ am
immensely proud of both of them, and I know they are
of me.

I also wish to make particular mention of colleagues in
the Labor Party who have been loyal and who have
supported me through thick and thin. I will do them a
favour by not mentioning them by name, except for
one — a very dear personal friend, Senator Stephen
Conroy.

Last but by no means least, I want to express the great
debt I feel to my old organisation, the Australian
Workers Union, and the executive, which is present
here today in the form of the national secretary,

Mr William Shorten, and the state secretary, Mr Cesar
Melhem. Whilst I do not see him in the gallery — I
know he would be here in spirit! — I also thank the
legendary president of the Victorian branch,

Mr Michael Eagles. Their loyalty to me and their
personal friendships have been nothing short of
outstanding, and I will be forever grateful for that. The
fact that [ am here is by and large due to their great
support for me. I can say to those gentlemen that I will
never forget where [ have come from, and I thank them
for that.

It has already been stated that this Legislative Council
will be a little different. I look around the house and I
see changes from the 55th Parliament in the faces and
in the party make-up in particular. I dare say it will be
very different, and quite frankly I look forward to the
challenge. I might say from the start that [ am
determined to ensure that every member in this

house — regardless of party, policy or politics — will
be given a fair hearing and a fair go. They will be
treated with respect; this house will be a respectful
place; and members will remember that we are here at
the behest of the taxpayer. If we treat ourselves with

respect, we can get on with the business of the house;
we will then be more productive and the taxpayers will
get better value. I think members should now have
some insight into how this house will operate.

ELECTION OF DEPUTY PRESIDENT

The PRESIDENT — Order! The Council is now
required to elect a Deputy President. Are there any
nominations?

Mr P. DAVIS (Eastern Victoria) — I nominate
Mr Atkinson to be Deputy President.

The PRESIDENT — Are there any further
proposals? There being no further proposals, I duly
declare Mr Atkinson elected as Deputy President.

I remind members that the Governor will be pleased to
receive me in the north library at 2.00 p.m. today. I ask
members to meet me in the central library a few
minutes before that time in order to accompany me. |
will resume the chair at 2.30 p.m.

Sitting suspended 11.35 a.m. until 2.30 p.m.

GOVERNOR’S SPEECH
Presentation

Usher of the Black Rod announced approach of the
Governor.

The Governor entered chamber accompanied by
suite.

Legislative Assembly members, with Speaker,
attended in response to the Governor’s summons.

The Governor addressed following speech to both
houses of Parliament:

Honourable President and members of the Legislative
Council:

Honourable Speaker and members of the Legislative
Assembly:

I would like to acknowledge the traditional owners of
the land on which we stand, the Kulin nation.

I would also like to acknowledge the courageous efforts
of the men and women of Victoria’s emergency
services — including an army of selfless volunteers —
who are continuing the fight to protect our community
from the threat of bushfires as I speak.
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It is also my duty to inform the Parliament of the death
of one former member of both the Legislative Council
and the Legislative Assembly, Mr Donald Neville
Saltmarsh, member for Waverley in the Legislative
Council and member for Wantirna in the Legislative
Assembly between 1976 and 1985. I would like to take
this opportunity to acknowledge the contribution

Mr Saltmarsh made to this Parliament and this state.

Honourable members, Victoria’s first Parliament was
officially opened on 25 November — 150 years to the
day before the election of this, Victoria’s

56th Parliament.

This sesquicentenary has particular significance
because — just as 25 November 1856 marked the
beginning of our democracy — 25 November 2006
marked the beginning of a new era in our democracy.

For the first time, Victorians have voted in fixed-term
elections. And, for the first time, the Legislative
Council has been elected by proportional
representation.

This new era in our democracy also comes at a time
when we are entering a new era in our federal system of
government, following the High Court’s decision on the
validity of the commonwealth’s WorkChoices act.

To quote Justice Kirby, ‘If the commonwealth’s view
of the corporations power is correct, and is upheld
without inhibitions derived from other heads of federal
power ... this will have profound consequences for the
residual legislative and governmental powers of the
states in this country’.

These are, undoubtedly, challenging times for the
Victorian Parliament.

Following the results of this election I have
commissioned the Leader of the Australian Labor
Party, Mr Steve Bracks, to form a government.

Accordingly, [ have summoned you today for the first
session of the 56th Parliament to outline the policy
directions and legislative agenda for the third term of
the government.

The government has spent the past seven years working
to make Victoria a more prosperous and inclusive place
to live and raise a family.

It has done so by creating and implementing a new
agenda for Victorian families that is financially
responsible and socially progressive:

governing for every region, every suburb and every
town,;

keeping the economy strong and creating new jobs;

investing the proceeds of economic prosperity in
better schools, high-quality hospitals, community
safety, a clean environment and a sustainable water

supply;

and standing up for the workplace rights of Victorian
families.

Those values have seen the government:
create more than 350 000 new jobs;
lead the nation on climate change and water reform;
deliver seven budget surpluses;

take Victoria from the state with the second highest
number of business taxes to the second lowest;

triple investments in infrastructure;

rebuild existing services and create innovative new
services;

return democracy to the community;

and create more national parks than any other
Victorian government.

The government’s policy directions and legislative
agenda for its third term build closely on these
achievements.

The government believes that Victoria faces many
challenges. Maintaining our future prosperity will
involve much hard work and a commitment from the
whole community to address these challenges.

In the short term Victoria faces three major challenges.

This year’s bushfire season is already one of the
worst we have seen. The fight to protect our alpine
towns is continuing, and there are many weeks
before this year’s fire season will end, and the
countryside across the state remains tinder dry.

The drought is having a huge impact on farmers and
is now bringing town supplies to critical levels and
impacting on the economy. Urgent action is needed
to deliver short and long-term solutions on water.

The economy is moving into tougher conditions and
the impact of the drought will flow through to
reduced demand and slower growth. Spending will
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need to be carefully managed through
value-for-money procurement.

In the longer term the government will be giving
priority to other big challenges that need to be tackled
in this term of government including:

arresting the disturbing growth in child obesity and
the trend on type 2 diabetes amongst adults;

achieving national and international agreement on
climate change — with Victoria leading the way in
adoption of renewable energy and conservation
measures;

increasing school completion rates and providing the
skills training to get more young people into good
jobs;

and continuing to address disadvantage in our
community — to help more Victorians reach their
full potential.

To address these challenges, the government will focus
on the issues that matter to Victorian families —
namely, sound economic management and job creation,
better schools, better hospitals, a secure water supply, a
clean environment, climate change, a safe community,
better roads and public transport, and a fair go in the
workplace.

Economic management and job creation

In financial and economic management, the
government will continue its strong record in the
management of the state’s economy.

During this term the government will maintain
Victoria’s AAA credit rating, deliver an annual
operating surplus of at least $100 million and continue
to invest in world-class infrastructure across the state —
both through direct investment and public-private
partnerships.

The government will pursue the national reform
agenda — a once-in-a-generation opportunity for
Australia’s governments to invest in the future
prosperity of our nation and our people — focusing
initially on national reforms for early childhood
development, health, education and skills.

The government will also continue to campaign for
reform of commonwealth-state finances to remove the
imbalance that subsidises resource-rich states at the
expense of Victoria.

The government’s economic goals include:

creating an additional 150 000 jobs over the next
four years;

increasing productivity through continued
investment in innovation;

achieving an export target of $35 billion per annum
by 2015;

and cutting the administrative burden of regulation
by 15 per cent over the next three years and 25 per
cent over the next five years.

Strong financial controls within government will
continue and the government will adopt a new policy
on procurement and expand its electronic procurement
system — ensuring greater value for money for
taxpayers and giving Victorian business better access to
government work.

A whole-of-government approach to shared services
will be adopted, with more processes and technology
standardised, and more resources and expertise pooled.

Stronger democracy

During its third term, the government will present
initiatives designed to further strengthen democracy in
Victoria:

a new Legislative Council Legislation Committee
will enable more detailed consideration of new bills
by the Legislative Council;

an all-party parliamentary committee will consider
options to further strengthen government and
parliamentary accountability in Victoria;

Parliament will sit for at least 10 months of the year,
and the winter recess will be abolished;

e-democracy reforms will be implemented —
making it easy for Victorians to obtain information
and comment on matters of public interest;

a parliamentary sitting will be held in Gippsland in
2008;

and, also in 2008, there will a celebration of the
centenary of women'’s suffrage in Victoria.

The reforms recommended by the Victorian
ombudsman for the Freedom of Information Act will be
implemented.
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And, by 2010, the process of reviewing and
modernising all of Victoria’s legislation, a task begun
in 2000, will have been completed.

Education and skills

Education and skills are areas the government has
identified as its top priority.

The government believes every Victorian is entitled to
the benefits of a quality school education, as well as the
option to either go on to university or technical
education.

The Premier has announced the government’s intention
to renew tech wings in every public secondary

college — and a 10-year plan to rebuild or modernise
every public primary and secondary school in the state.

More than 400 schools have already been rebuilt and
modernised since 1999.

The government intends to boost capital works funding
by 75 per cent and rebuild and modernise another
500 schools by 2011.

By 2016, the government plans to have rebuilt or
modernised every school — making this project, which
will cost $2.3 billion between now and 2011, the
biggest education building program in Victoria since
the postwar boom. A further $30 million in capital
grants will be made to assist needy non-government
schools.

During this Parliament, the government will also:

implement a major $76 million science and maths
strategy to encourage more students to study science
and maths;

create two new select-entry academic schools;
build the Sir John Monash Science School;

establish a new sports school as part of the
redevelopment of Maribyrnong Secondary College;

rebuild the Victorian College of the Arts secondary
school;

establish four new technical education centres in
Ballarat, Wangaratta, Berwick and Heidelberg;

extend funding for the highly successful primary
welfare officer initiative;

employ an additional 300 secondary teacher
assistants;

and introduce the ultranet — a high-tech, virtual
education network that will connect our public
schools to students and parents.

A comprehensive work force participation strategy will
also be implemented. This strategy will see the
government:

investing in TAFE institutes;

continuing to implement the skills statement,
Maintaining the Advantage;

creating an additional 4500 pre-apprenticeship
places;

promoting Victoria’s position as a destination of
choice for skilled and business migrants;

and the creation of incentives to encourage more
than 700 retired experts to return to the work force in
industries experiencing skills shortages.

As well as focusing on education and skills, a range of
initiatives will be implemented to give children the best
possible start in life.

Access to kindergarten will be improved, with the
kindergarten subsidy raised for low-income families
and kindergarten programs made available in long-day
care centres.

Kindergarten teachers skills will be upgraded, and the
dedicated parent management committees will be better
supported.

Children’s services will be placed in growing
communities, when and where families need them, and
grants will be provided towards 40 new children’s
centres.

The neonatal hearing screening program will be
extended to all maternity hospitals.

And a greater investment will be made in early
intervention services for children with disabilities.

Environment and water

Just as education and skills are vital for Victoria’s
future, so too is the sustainability of our way of life.

During this Parliament the government will take new
measures to ensure Victoria’s environmental
sustainability into the future, and continue to show
national leadership in relation to water sustainability.
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The government believes water is Victoria’s most
precious resource. That is why Victoria has led the
nation on water management.

And that is why, in this term, the government will
implement its Our Water Our Future strategy and

secure water supplies for our state’s homes, farms,
businesses and the environment.

Through this strategy the government will:

secure enough water for Melbourne, Geelong,
Ballarat, Western Port and the Latrobe Valley to
fully meet their future needs, taking account of
population growth and the impacts of climate
change;

undertake water supply projects and environmental
flow requirements for northern Victoria, Gippsland,
Wimmera-Glenelg and the south-west;

cut industry’s water use by a further 10 per cent over
the next 10 years;

and provide a rebate of up to $1000 for water tanks
connected to toilets and laundries to help households
reduce water use.

The eastern treatment plant will be upgraded to treat
wastewater to class A standard. A business case will
also be completed for the eastern water recycling
proposal, which would free up the equivalent of
one-quarter of Melbourne’s drinking water now used
by power stations and industry.

The government will facilitate upgrades to the
Shepparton irrigation district by beginning the next
major stage of irrigation channel upgrades.

It will also make a significant investment in design of
major infrastructure upgrades to other irrigation
districts across northern Victoria.

The Tarago Reservoir will be reconnected to
Melbourne’s water supply.

And, critically, Victoria’s separate water systems will
be linked up through pipelines — creating a water grid
that will reduce water wastage and enable water to be
moved where it is needed.

Climate change

The government will also continue to address Victoria’s
greatest environmental challenge: climate change.

The government — which has already created an
Office of Climate Change — believes climate change

threatens our environment, our economy and our way
of life.

That is why strong action must be taken to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions and adapt to the impact of
climate change.

Parliament will consider a landmark Climate Change
Bill and legislation to establish a long-term target to cut
greenhouse emissions by 60 per cent by 2050 compared
to 2000 levels.

Short-term objectives will also be pursued — including
a target to achieve 20 per cent renewable and
low-emissions energy generation by 2020 and reduce
household emissions by 10 per cent by 2010.

Energy retailers will be required to buy a minimum of
10 per cent renewable energy by 2016 and to pay a fair
price for ‘feed-in power’.

The government will also lead the development of a
national state-based emissions trading scheme, to be
operational within five years.

Families will be assisted to install insulation and
replace old fridges, heaters, coolers and other inefficient
appliances.

And solar panelling will be installed on 500 schools and
community buildings over the next four years.

The government’s own energy use — which has
already been reduced by 15 per cent — will be cut by
another 5 per cent by 2010, while its use of green
power will be increased to 25 per cent.

The government will also make a major investment in
one of the world’s largest solar power stations, to be
built in north-west Victoria.

The government does not support the adoption of
nuclear power as a viable alternative and will legislate
to require a plebiscite of all Victorians if the
commonwealth seeks to override the Nuclear Free
Victoria Act 1983.

Energy

In energy, the government intends to invest in a new
clean coal power plant to demonstrate coal drying and
gasification.

The government will also:

invest in the retrofitting of one of Hazelwood power
station’s generation units — a project that will
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reduce Hazelwood’s greenhouse emissions by up to
30 per cent;

and develop the energy and resource processing
industries in south-west Victoria and the Latrobe
Valley.

The government will also continue to lead the way in
the national energy reform process.

In addition, gas and electricity consumers will be
protected with the strongest consumer protection
framework in Australia.

Although Victoria’s energy sector is fully privatised,
the government believes it has a responsibility to do all
it can to ensure energy supplies are not just sustainable,
but also secure, efficient and affordable for families and
businesses.

Environment

The government will also continue to build on the
initiatives from the environmental sustainability
statement it released in its second term.

Free single-use plastic bags will be phased out by the
end of 2008.

The state’s national parks will be extended, including
the creation of the Great Victorian Alpine National
Park. More park rangers will also be engaged.

A sustainable timber industry will be supported, coastal
regions protected and biodiversity enhanced through an
extensive initiative to protect Victoria from noxious
weeds and pests.

The government will also continue to build on the
initiatives from the environmental sustainability
statement it released in its second term:

reducing the economic and environmental effects of
salinity;

improving the health of Victoria’s rivers;
improving air quality;

further protecting the Otway Ranges and green
wedges;

increasing the usage of renewable electricity sources;

and increasing public transport usage.

Transport

Another major undertaking during this Parliament will
be the implementation of the government’s transport
and livability action plan.

This $10.5 billion initiative is the largest single
investment in the transport system ever undertaken by a
Victorian government.

During the life of this Parliament, the government will
implement the first tranche of work under this initiative,
including the upgrade of the North Melbourne station,
the Clifton Hill rail junction and the first stage of the
Dandenong triplication project.

There will be a major investment in roads to make the
state’s road network safer, more efficient and less
congested — with 10 new road improvement packages
delivered in outer Melbourne and the commencement
of stage 4 of the Geelong bypass.

In addition, major investments will be made to ensure
Victoria’s public transport is more accessible. The Fare
Go program will eliminate the metropolitan zone 3 and
cut the cost of all regional and country V/Line train and
bus tickets by an average of 20 per cent in March next
year.

Health

In health, the government believes in a health system
based on need, rather than the ability to pay, where
every Victorian has access to first-class health services.

The government has already signalled its intention to
focus on mental health services by appointing
Victoria’s first mental health minister.

The government is also aware major new investments
and initiatives are needed to keep pace with the
growing demands Victoria’s ageing and growing
population is placing on Victoria’s health services.

During this term, Parliament will be presented with a
major reform of the state’s core public health
arrangements, with the introduction of a Public Health
and Wellbeing Bill.

The government will also:
invest in two new elective surgery centres;

expand outer suburban hospitals and modernise rural
hospitals and nursing homes;

and continue to increase the number of patients
being treated in public hospitals.
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The government will also recruit 1000 extra nurses,
doctors and health staff a year to respond to growth in
demand.

A $59.2 million boost in funding will extend the
elective surgery blitz at Victoria’s suburban and
regional hospitals for the next four years.

Waiting times in emergency departments will be
reduced, with major investment in the capacity of these
departments to treat additional patients.

Mental health treatment teams will also be established
in major hospital emergency departments.

Hospital outpatient clinics will be reformed, with an
extra 200 000 Victorians to have opportunities for
appointments with a specialist at the state’s public
hospitals.

The government will continue to give careful attention
to health care needs in rural and regional Victoria.

Stage 1 of the Warrnambool hospital redevelopment
will commence, and public hospitals in Alexandra,
Ballarat, Bendigo and Geelong upgraded — along with
other hospitals, aged care facilities and community
health centres in non-metropolitan Victoria.

The government will also invest $24.7 million to retain
and recruit more doctors to rural areas — including
increased allowances for rural doctors who work on call
in emergency departments and free training for 11 rural
GPs to offer more services such as obstetrics, mental
health, emergency medicine, surgery and anaesthetics.

Further investment will be made in the Metropolitan
Ambulance Service to maintain fast response times,
which are already among the best in the country.

Rural ambulance services will be expanded, with
12 rural ambulance stations being built or upgraded.

A new health and rehabilitation centre for veterans will

be constructed at the Heidelberg Repatriation Hospital,

as well as a major new mental health facility which will
incorporate a specific veterans unit.

Preventative health will be a high priority for the
government, with the Go for Your Life strategy being a
major undertaking for the government in its third term.

People at risk of type 2 diabetes will be encouraged to
change their lifestyle to help prevent illness. Newly
diagnosed diabetics will also be assisted to manage
their condition.

The government’s Life! program will be based around
accredited lifestyle and weight-loss support programs,
to be delivered by community health centres and other
suitable providers. The program will include a
telephone support line and an interactive web site to
assist people to assess their risk factors.

Free Fruit Friday will be introduced for Victorian
school children, from prep to grade 2, to encourage
consumption of fruit and vegetables. New canteen
guidelines will also be introduced and schools assisted
to phase in healthy foods and phase out unhealthy
products.

The government will also continue to mandate weekly
minimums of sport and physical education in schools.

The Premier’s Family Fitness Challenge will be
established to encourage Victorian families to exercise
30 minutes a day.

Substantial funding will be made available to local
councils to build more community sport facilities.
Funding will also be made available for sporting
organisations to increase sports participation across the
state.

Local communities

Building stronger communities — communities where
individuals and families are supported by networks that
provide support, create opportunities to participate,
volunteer and get help when needed — has been a
long-term goal of the government.

The government believes that strong families and
strong communities are the bedrock of our state.

That is why the government has supported

473 grassroots projects through its community support
grants, as well as 600 grants for volunteer
organisations.

That is why the government has tripled funding for
neighbourhood houses and is implementing
neighbourhood renewal projects in 19 communities
across the state.

That is why the government is investing $146 million
to support communities affected by the drought.

And that is why, during this term, the government will
continue to invest in community assets, support
community organisations, and fund community renewal
through the Department for Victorian Communities.

In local government, during this term the government
will implement the landmark Victorian state-local
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government agreement to progress social, economic
and environmental results for Victorian communities.

The government will also establish a new tribunal to
arbitrate serious disputes in local government.

The relationship between state and local planning
policies will be strengthened and clarified, and planning
approvals will be streamlined through the exemption of
planning permits for cubby houses, pergolas and tree
pruning.

Housing affordability

Having access to affordable housing is crucial to
Victorian families.

With that in mind, the government will, during this
term, implement a package of reforms that will provide
savings for 75 per cent of home buyers:

stamp duty will be cut by 14 per cent on houses
priced between $115 000 and $500 000;

the first home bonus for first home buyers of existing
properties will be extended until June 2009, and the
bonus for first home buyers of new properties
increased to $5000;

land will be made more affordable by providing a
25 years supply of land;

230 new rental homes for low-income families and
120 medium to long-term rental accommodation
apartments will be provided;

and the Victorian housing strategy, which responds
to challenges ranging from social housing to private
rental to affordable home ownership, will be
implemented.

Addressing disadvantage

As well as ensuring Victorians can afford a place to
live, the government is also committed to making
Victoria a fairer place to live.

That is why, in its third term, the government will
continue its record of practical and targeted measures to
assist disadvantaged members of our community.

These measures will include:

providing greater support and recognition for
Victoria’s 100 000 primary carers;

creating new opportunities for people with a
disability;

improving services for homeless Victorians;
addressing poverty and the cost of services;
tackling drug and alcohol issues;

increasing access to justice for victims of family
violence;

and revitalising indigenous communities.
Regional and rural Victoria

The government has stated it will continue to govern
for all Victorians — in every region, every city and
every suburb — and ensure rural and regional areas
receive their fair share of growth and prosperity.

To this end, the government will seek to return
Victoria’s regional rail freight network — which was
privatised in 1999 — to public ownership and
delivering better freight rail services to farming
communities.

There will also be a freight upgrade of the Mildura line
and the Wodonga bypass.

In response to demand for the new regional fast rail
services, the government will purchase 14 new
V/Locity train carriages and two additional V/Locity
trains to expand V/Line’s capacity.

This Parliament will also see legislation to establish a
Regional Aviation Fund to provide infrastructure
upgrades in regional airports across Victoria.

The government will replace relocatable buildings at
more than 40 small to medium rural schools with
permanent, modern facilities.

There will also be substantial investment in new health
facilities and better health treatment for provincial
Victoria. A new dental school for regional Victoria will
be established in Bendigo.

Legislation will be introduced into Parliament to
establish a Clean Coal Authority in the Latrobe Valley
to develop new clean coal industries for Victoria.

Measures will also be introduced to further protect
Victorian farmers from pest animals and noxious
weeds.

The government will implement the initiatives of the
Premier’s drought task force, to help farmers and
farming communities through the drought.
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And the government will continue to vigorously market
Victoria’s regional centres to the national and
international tourist market and the regional population
growth target of 1.25 per cent will be retained.

Police, emergency services and counter-terrorism

As the response to the ongoing bushfires demonstrate,
Victorian families are served and protected by an army
of dedicated police and emergency services personnel.

These men and women serve our community tirelessly,
at great personal risk, and deserve our thanks and
continued support.

During this term, the government will raise sworn
police numbers to 11 250 by November 2010 —
recruiting 350 general uniform members, with
strengthened capacity in forensic investigation and
specialised crime fighting.

Eight new police stations will also be built, the police
vehicle fleet increased by 100, and substantial resources
committed to ensure our police are equipped with the
weapons necessary to carry out their important work.

Sixteen local Country Fire Authority stations and
11 VicSES units and training centres will also be
replaced and upgraded.

And measures announced during 2006 in the fight
against terrorism will be implemented.

Multicultural communities

Multiculturalism remains one of Victoria’s greatest
strengths and best protections against community
disharmony.

The government will continue to vigorously promote
and strengthen Victoria’s multicultural identity and
community harmony.

The multicultural precincts of Lonsdale Street, Lygon
Street and Little Bourke Street will be revamped to
showcase our Greek, Italian and Chinese communities.

The Victorian Multicultural Commission’s community
grants program will be expanded — with a focus on
supporting new arrivals to Victoria and older Victorians
and women from culturally and linguistically diverse
backgrounds.

The Victorian Office of Multicultural Affairs will be
merged with the Victorian Multicultural Commission to
improve the delivery of strategies, policies and services.

There will be further support for multicultural
communities through the multicultural advisory unit
within Victoria Police.

Government departments will also be required to
develop cultural diversity plans to improve service
delivery to Victoria’s diverse cultural communities.

Justice

Access to justice for all Victorians has been a core
principle of the government since 1999.

That commitment to ‘justice for all” will continue
during this Parliament with further investment made in
community legal centres, including a network of
dedicated family violence community lawyers.

Legislation will be introduced into the Parliament to
increase pain and suffering compensation by 30 per
cent, and improve access to compensation from
offenders.

New, stand-alone family violence legislation will also
be introduced, as part of the government’s response to
the Victorian Law Reform Commission’s
recommendations on family violence.

The government will complete reforms to the handling
of sexual assault cases by the justice system, and
implement the safe families training program for
front-line professionals to deal with family violence.

Further action will also be taken to phase out suspended
sentences, to further align sentencing outcomes with
community expectations.

The government will also implement the next stage of
the Aboriginal justice agreement during the life of this
Parliament.

Work and family life

Finally, in industrial relations, the government has
stated its strong intention to keep standing up for the
rights of working Victorians.

Legislation will be introduced during this term to
establish a Victorian workplace pay and conditions
standard.

This standard will apply when vulnerable working
Victorians are left with no award safety net as a result
of recent changes to commonwealth law, to ensure that
they receive fair and reasonable treatment.
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Legislation will also be introduced to protect employees
if they question their wages and conditions or raise
safety issues, or suffer a workplace injury.

Legislation will also prevent employers making
unauthorised deductions from employees’ pay.

The government’s ethical purchasing policy will
continue to ensure that companies who supply goods
and services to government comply with their legal
obligations and do not undercut award entitlements.

The government will amend equal opportunity
legislation to introduce ‘family responsibility’ as a
ground of unlawful discrimination, and enable the
Equal Opportunity Commission to proactively
investigate discrimination against individuals or groups
of workers.

A Working Families Council will be established to
champion and promote employment practices that help
balance work and family time.

The government will also strengthen the Returning to
Earning program — helping parents to access training
and jobs in areas with skills shortages.

Support will be given to financial literacy training to
help women become financially secure, increase their
earning, and plan for a more comfortable retirement.

The government will also extend superannuation
contributions for women on maternity leave from the
Victorian public service.

Conclusion

Honourable members, I have outlined for you the
government’s program for this Parliament.

It is an ambitious program designed to match the
challenges we face as a state.

A program informed by the government’s ambitions to
govern for every Victorian, focus on the needs of
Victorian families, and make our state a better place to
live, work and raise a family.

A program that builds on the progress of the past seven
years.

I now formally open this Parliament, and pray that God
may guide your deliberations.

Copies of speech handed to President and Speaker.

The Governor and suite withdrew.

Members of the Legislative Assembly retired from
chamber.

Sitting suspended 3.22 p.m. until 5.05 p.m.

The PRESIDENT resumed the chair.

PRESENTATION OF PRESIDENT TO
GOVERNOR

The PRESIDENT — Order! I have to report that,
accompanied by members of the Council, I presented
myself to the Governor this day as the choice of the
Council for its President, and he was pleased to address
me in the following terms:

President,

I have pleasure in congratulating you on your election to the
high and distinguished office of President of the Legislative
Council.

The able manner in which you have discharged the duties you
have undertaken during your parliamentary career is
recognised by the members of the Legislative Council who in
their wisdom have selected you as their President.

I have confidence that you will fulfil the duties of this
important office and hold fast to its traditions and customs.

David de Kretser,
Governor of Victoria.

CONDOLENCES
Donald Neville Saltmarsh

Mr LENDERS (Minister for Education) — I move:

That this house expresses its sincere sorrow at the death, on
3 November 2006, of Donald Neville Saltmarsh, and places
on record its acknowledgment of the valuable services
rendered by him to the Parliament and the people of Victoria
as a member of the Legislative Council for Waverley
Province from 1976 to 1982 and as a member of the
Legislative Assembly for the electoral district of Wantirna
from 1982 to 1985.

Motion agreed to in silence, honourable members
showing unanimous agreement by standing in their
places.

COMMISSION TO ADMINISTER OATH OR
AFFIRMATION TO MEMBERS

The PRESIDENT announced receipt from
Governor of commission authorising him to
administer oath or affirmation of allegiance to
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members who have not taken and subscribed same
since election.

MINISTRY

Mr LENDERS (Minister for Education) (By
leave) — I wish to advise the house formally of the
ministerial arrangements that have been circulated. |
particularly wish to advise the house of the ministerial
responsibilities in this chamber. I have the roles as
Leader of the Government and Minister for Education.
I also represent the Premier, the Treasurer, the Minister
for the Arts and the Minister for Finance and Minister
for Information and Communication Technology.

The Deputy Leader of the Government, Mr Jennings, is
Minister for Community Services and Minister for
Aboriginal Affairs. He represents in this chamber the
Minister for Victorian Communities, the Minister for
Multicultural Affairs and Minister for Veterans’
Affairs, the Minister for Women’s Affairs, the Minister
for Sport, Recreation and Youth Affairs, the Minister
for Housing and Minister for Local Government, the
Minister for Health, the Minister for Mental Health and
Minister for Children, and the Minister for Aged Care.
Mr Jennings will be very busy.

My colleague Mr Madden is the Minister for Planning.
He represents in this chamber the Minister for Water,
Environment and Climate Change, the
Attorney-General and Minister for Racing, the Minister
for Gaming and Minister for Consumer Affairs, and the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services and
Minister for Corrections.

Mr Theophanous is the Minister for Industry and State
Development, the Minister for Major Projects and the
Minister for Small Business. He represents in this
chamber the Minister for Regional and Rural
Development and Minister for Innovation, the Minister
for Tourism, the Minister for Industrial Relations, the
Minister for Public Transport, the Minister for Roads
and Ports, the Minister for Agriculture, the Minister for
Energy and Resources, and the Minister for Skills,
Education Services and Employment. Mr Viney is the
Government Whip.

SHADOW MINISTRY

Mr P. DAVIS (Eastern Victoria) (By leave) — I
advise the house that I have been appointed Leader of
the Opposition and my dear friend, Mrs Coote, has
been appointed Deputy Leader of the Opposition. The
portfolio responsibilities are as follows: I have

responsibility for education, Mrs Coote has community
services, Aboriginal affairs and children, my colleague
Mr David Davis has industry and state development,
major projects and small busines